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Today is not about sin, as you may be tempted to think. It is about relationships and 

what happens when they are broken. 

In the garden that God created for the first human being to live in, the human being 

that was formed from the dust of the ground, and then for the woman that was formed 

from Adam’s rib, the bond between Adam and Eve and God was pure. It was a relationship 

of absolute mutual trust.  

Then the serpent tempted them to challenge that trust. The serpent first sowed 

seeds of doubt in the woman’s mind about the covenant God had made with them. This 

was the first instance of how human beings started to think in a way that put themselves 

first. Desiring the wisdom that the serpent had promised her, she took the fruit and gave 

some to the man and they both ate. Note that this was a mutual act; the man could have 

cautioned the woman against it. Also note that in our second reading Paul credits this act 

to Adam. But the result was that the relationship with God was disrupted – broken –  and 

ever since, humanity has been seeking to restore it.  

I contend that today’s readings tell us that all sin is the product of broken 

relationships. We may be born steeped in sin, as Psalm 51 says, but I believe we emerge 



2 
 

into the world with the innate inclination to trust. This childlike ability to trust is why Jesus 

says that we cannot enter the kingdom of God unless we become like a child.  

But it is a sad fact that, for the vast majority of people, the roadway of life looking 

back is littered with a series of broken relationships – just as the pathway to the future is 

illuminated by relationships that are not broken. How are relationships of mutual trust 

broken? When a person’s humanity ignored or assaulted, either by words or physical acts 

of violence. When a person refuses to acknowledge a need that another person expresses 

to them. When people are treated as objects, as we talked about recently, instead of 

persons created in God’s image. When someone on whose help they told you that you 

could count on fails to come through. When a covenant is shattered. 

Trust within communities of human beings can be broken, as well. Such a trust was 

shattered on Ash Wednesday in Miller Valley. The bishop of the Greater Milwaukee Synod, 

Paul Erickson, had this to say later that day in a pastoral letter:  

We will learn more in the days and weeks to come about the who, how, and why of 
this tragedy, we will grieve with the six families who lost loved ones, and we will 
continue to wrestle with how we can work together to reweave the torn fabric of 
our community. 
 

One human being taking the life of another is the most unthinkable of all, as the 

perpetrator disrupts the trust within the community that all will be well – that people will 

go to work in the morning and return home at night, possibly even the better for the 

experience of having been with one’s colleagues for yet another day of life on this planet. 

That is very least we can expect in a civilized society.  
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Why do these things happen? Why is there sin in the first place? 

In our pastors’ text study last week we had a spirited discussion of where sin comes 

from. The simple answer could be: The devil, or in the case of Adam and Eve, the serpent. 

The serpent tempted the woman to distrust what God had said. In Matthew the devil 

tempted Jesus to deny his divinity—his relationship with God as God’s own Son, since 

God’s Son has no need of earthly power or prestige.  

But if you think about today’s readings today you may notice that we have a 

theological problem. From Genesis: “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild 

animal that the Lord had made.” Had made. God created the serpent, and the serpent’s 

craftiness with it. From Matthew: “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness 

to be tempted by the devil.” Led by the Holy Spirit to be tempted. The serpent was part of 

God’s plan. The temptation was part of God’s plan. Is sin, then, part of God’s plan? And if 

someone thinks it is, they might say in the next breath, “Then why did God bother with it 

at all? Why aren’t we all living in the Garden of Eden in perfect, loving, trusting 

relationships?”  

Good question. But Genesis gives us a clue. If you read back in Chapter 2, you’ll find 

this verse: “Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to 

the sight and good for food, and the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Good and evil were both there at the beginning of 
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the creation of the world—even before the serpent came into being. It is evil that brings 

the temptation to sin.  

How can good and evil have co-existed from the beginning of time? Actually all we 

know is that they co-existed from the beginning of the creation of the earth, the habitation 

over which human beings, those created in God’s image, would have dominion.  

The vehicle by which sin came into the world was not Adam, it was Lucifer. 

Originally Lucifer was one of God’s angels. Revelation 12 describes the cataclysmic 

breakup, the cosmic war that broke out in heaven: “Michael and his angels fought against 

the dragon. The dragon and his angels were defeated, and there was no longer any place 

for them in heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is 

called the Devil and Stan, the deceiver of the whole world – he was thrown down to the 

earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.” 

The great war is still going on. It’s not that God and Satan are on equal footing, 

because we know the outcome. God’s Son was sent into the world to secure the victory 

himself and to then proclaim it as truth for all people. Jesus tells us this over and over, and 

the Book of Revelation details John’s vision of how the great victory of eternal life through 

Jesus Christ comes about. 

 In the meantime, we must contend with the powers and principalities, meaning the 

dark forces of evil, which are still running rampant. And so it goes, day after day, as 

temptations are strewn in our path. One of the most dire is the temptation to regard 
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ourselves as less than God created us to be. I don’t know about you, but I struggle with this 

on a daily basis. This is why I am keeping the words of Psalm 51 close by every one of these 

40 days in Lent. Whenever you are tempted to put yourself down, just remember that is 

another notch in Satan’s belt. God is madly in love with you, and to think less of yourself 

than God does is a disruption of that relationship 

Facing and overcoming our temptations forges us for ministry – just as Jesus’ 

temptation did. It was indeed God’s Spirit who led Jesus to the very spot where the devil 

would find him. Before long, high school seniors will be preparing for final exams so they 

can graduate into the next chapter of their lives. The tests that Jesus faced in the 

wilderness, and passed with flying colors, opened the way for him into the next chapter of 

his life—his ministry on earth.  

Unlike Jesus, we are not straight-A students, so we will fail many of the tests that 

we bump up against and stumble over. But unlike a school report card, these are not black 

marks on our record. Through the grace of God, each is an opportunity to encounter Jesus 

Christ in the midst of our failures. In each we receive the blessed assurance that Jesus 

loves us just as we are, forgives us no matter how we have stumbled or fallen, and will 

always be there to lift us back up and support us along the way. He has promised to be 

with us always. That is a promise worth trusting in.  

Amen.  


