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From the Pastor: Forward Together
Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,
An old-time Methodist hymn rings in the
new year with this refrain:
A glad new year—a bright new year—
has dawned upon us all,
May richest blessings day by day
upon us freely fall.
I doubt if that hymn will be getting much
traction this year, for the scales have fallen
from our eyes. It has been a year of anxiety, uncertainty and suffering like none we have ever
known. Despite what we’d like to think, and the turning of the calendar, the end is still not in sight.
The ravages of the virus have hit home in recent weeks. Entire Holy Trinity families have been
afflicted, many are still struggling, and we have endured our first coronavirus-related death in the
Christmas Day passing of our beloved brother Don Kleven. The vaccine cannot come soon enough!
One truth emerges from the year 2020 that will carry us into 2021 and beyond: We are stronger
together. All that we have been through this year has strengthened the fabric of our community:
• Becoming accustomed to the strangeness of drive-in worship as our main way to be
together bodily on a weekly basis—I will never forget the happy honking that erupted after
our very first drive-in service on June 14, nor the way we baked on some brutally hot days
this summer and nearly froze on Christmas Eve;
• Becoming accustomed to going online to find our services, and bravo to all of you who
learned to use your electronic devices this year as never before;

•
•

Against the odds, managing to hold two major fundraisers with abundant and successful
safety precautions, which proved indispensable to our end-of-the-year balanced budget;
And figuring out how to continue to host the Second Harvest mobile food pantry as a drivethrough distribution, a method that’s so efficient we are hoping it will continue even into
“good” times.

Almost every one of you has been involved in at least one of these ways. I thank and praise God for
your involvement. We met these challenges head-on and figured out how to get the job done.
But our time of exile is not over. Still more is being called from us as a community of faith. The key
to our future is that we remember the past. (Here is the daughter of a history professor speaking.)
Just as schoolchildren are being changed by what they are going through this year—and I pray that
school systems everywhere will be mindful of what they have suffered as students return to the
classroom—so we must find our way forward by the light of the present time.
In place of the old-time hymn, I bring before you a stanza of the last poem by German theologian
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, written on December 31, 1944 from a Nazi concentration camp and somehow
smuggled out.
4 Yet when again in this same world you give us
the joy we had, the brightness of your sun,
we shall remember all the days we lived through
and our whole life shall then be yours alone.
Bonhoeffer did not live to see the sun’s brightness again. He was executed a few months later, just
before the end of World War II. But, friends, we will, God willing. Our experience of this year is
changing us, and it is changing us for the better. We are stronger, more resilient, more deeply in
need of God’s grace, filled to overflowing with our awareness of God’s goodness and the need to
place all our trust in him.
As we are facing down 2021, I pray that the words from Bonhoeffer’s prayer, which appears in our
hymnal as the hymn “By Gracious Powers,” may become your new truth this year as we move
ahead in this uncertain world with Jesus Christ always at our side.
Yours always in the hope of Christ,

614.214.2639 (call or text)
608.839.0322 (home)

2

PARSONAGE UPDATE The parsonage sale is complete! President Gary Waalkens signed the papers
at the closing on December 23 and came home with a $3,000 check from the proceeds for our
General Fund, in addition to just under $230,000 that went directly to Thrivent to pay down our
mortgage.
We thank everyone involved who helped bring this process to fruition, including congregation
members who attended the two special meetings and voted for the sale and to accept the
purchase offer. While we are still getting adjusted to the reality of no longer having a parsonage,
your church leadership is convinced this puts us in a much stronger position to meet future
challenges as well as to foster church growth. Plus, the new owners have two small daughters who
we hear love their new house and are enjoying taking turns sliding along the nice wooden floors.
God provided for us for years through the parsonage and now we have passed that blessings along
to others. Thanks be to God!
“MOVING FORWARD” with hope
On the next page of this newsletter you will find our proposed budget for 2021. Our ability to move
confidently into 2021 with all its challenges depends on one thing—that your generous giving
remains consistent, especially to what was formerly called the “Building Fund,” now known as the
Building/Maintenance Fund. Although our mortgage payments are now lower, our needs remain
significant. Gifts directed to the Building/Maintenance Fund will now be applied not only to
remaining mortgage payments but also to major maintenance needs that a 20-plus-year-old
structure is bound to face with increasing frequency.
At present we have little to fall back on should we encounter a major issue with our church
building, such as furnace replacements, roof issues, or problems with the solar panels. When we do
go back into our building, we want to make sure it is well cared for so that we can enjoy its warmth,
beauty and spaciousness for years to come. This is what true “stewardship” is all about: Each of
you, by being a member of Holy Trinity, has been put in charge of caring for not only our building
but the well-being of our life together. Being a good steward means that you plan ahead to provide
for something because you find value in it. In other words, you budget for it.
In the coming weeks your Council will be introducing “Moving Forward,” an initiative that will lay
the groundwork for a new way of life. It’s much more than stewardship. We will be reminding
ourselves that everything we have comes from God, and that God is calling each of us into deep
gladness for all we have been given. It is a proven
fact that generous people are the happiest people
on earth. How can we put all that we have been
given to use for the purposes of God’s kingdom?
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10)
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PROPOSED BUDGET for 2021
At its December 29 meeting the Holy Trinity Council approved this budget to be presented to the
congregation for a vote at the January 31 Annual Meeting. Shaded areas indicate areas of interest—
under Buildings Support, a reduction in annual mortgage payments of $31,000 plus savings of nearly
$5,000 in parsonage utilities and insurance; and under income, an anticipated reduction of giving to the
Building Fund that we hope to be largely offset through the new Building/Maintenance Fund.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES Holy Trinity Book Study: A small group has been
meeting Monday nights on Zoom to share thoughts on Renee Swope’s book “A Confident Heart.” If
you would like to be part of the next book study, and especially if you’d like to help select the book,
please let Pastor Raabe know at 608-655-4246 or pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com. The group can
meet on any schedule that is convenient for those involved.
Bible Study on 1 Corinthians: At the end of last month a few members expressed interest in
starting a Bible study on this letter of Paul, from which we gain so much insight into the basics of
our faith. Preferring an alternative to the structure of weekly meetings, the group decided to work
through a Facebook group linked to our church Facebook page. Questions on given passages are
posted each week and comments shared. The group will check in by Zoom every so often to
compare notes and ideas. If you’d like to join, please send Pastor Raabe a note at
pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com.

CHURCH NEWS
Holy Trinity Spirit Wear: Thanks to Ameriprint Apparel in Sun Prairie, owned
by Kim Erb, we have a new line of casual clothing designed especially for us
with our new logo. Order directly from our home page,
holytrinitymarshall.com. There are styles for all seasons!
Council seats open: Two seats on our Congregation Council are up for
election at the January 31 Annual Meeting. We are also seeking a Youth representative (9th grade
and up). If you are an active member and interested in being nominated for any of these positions,
please notify Pastor Raabe or Gary Waalkens.

AN URGENT REQUEST FROM YOUR PASTOR We say this frequently, but it cannot be repeated
often enough: If you are ill, or in the hospital, or going to the hospital, or facing surgery, or if you
have a pastoral care need of any kind, please let our secretary Kathy Schluter or me know. Do not
be shy! Do not tough it out and keep it to yourself! YOU are why the church exists. We cannot love
each other and care for each other if we don’t know what is going on with each other. We want to
be able to pray for you and to be present with you in the midst of all of life’s situations. Perhaps,
for instance:
• You have just received a troubling health diagnosis
• You’ve lost your job and are at loose ends, and don’t know where to turn
• You may have been exposed to the virus and must quarantine
• Your test has come back positive
• You are not recovering as quickly as you think you should be
• The treatment plan for your illness is not going as well as you had hoped
• You are under stress from a family member who is dealing with addiction
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•
•
•

You are dealing with depression and seek to know where God is in the midst of it
A loved one is in the hospital or near death
You can’t get your anxiety under control and you just need someone to talk to

There are as many situations needing prayer as there are people on the planet. Often we find
ourselves up against a brick wall: What is going on? What have I done to deserve this? How could
God let something like this happen? Where is God in the midst of all this? Please never say to
yourself, “The pastor is too busy for me.” There is nothing I do that is more important than being
present for you in the midst of life and all its questions, big and small.
We know that prayer heals, even if the healing comes in God’s way and on
God’s time. Sometimes all it takes is simply sharing your burdens. What if the
hemorrhaging woman (Luke 8) had not worked her way through the crowd
toward Jesus, seeking to be healed? What if Jairus (also Luke 8) had not told
Jesus his daughter was dying? Throughout the Gospels, people approach Jesus
and are healed through their faith. Please think of your church in the same
way. We are the body of Christ. We are the hands, and feet, and heart of
Christ. We are here for you.
As we grow as a community of faith, it is my hope that we can work toward forming a pastoral care
team to assist in our congregational life in this very important way. Another hope I cherish is to
breathe new life into our prayer team: When urgent needs arise in the congregation, team
members will be alerted so that they may pray for the person in question. I warmly invite you to
share with me if you feel the Spirit calling you to serve in either of these ways.
To reach Pastor Raabe, please call or text at 614-214-2639;
call her home phone at 608-839-0322;
or call and leave a message at church at 608-655-4246.
HOLY TRINITY TASK FORCE FOR REGATHERING: JANUARY UPDATE
A reminder that when we do go back inside, these procedures will be followed:
Face coverings will be mandatory. Those unable to wear them may watch the service online.
Hand sanitizer stations will be placed throughout the narthex, sanctuary, and fellowship hall.
Ushers: Three will be needed for each service – two to guide worshipers entering and leaving, and
one for the Welcome Desk to sign in those who arrive for worship.
Seating: Individuals or family groups may choose their seats as long as they are spaced apart from
others by three pew chairs and one row.
Communion: Worshipers will receive the packaged communion upon arrival in small bags, as we’ve
been doing; use the bag for disposal. We will all commune at the same time.
During worship: No singing or praying aloud. Words to hymns will be projected. We will let the
organ serve as the “singing” voice of the congregation as we pray the words silently.
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Cleaning and sanitizing: A special sanitizing crew will clean the sanctuary thoroughly before and
after each service. Cleaning methods will include a non-toxic ionized spray and thorough sanitizing
of all surfaces and bathrooms.
Signups: No clipboard or bulletin board signups; these will be conducted online or by phone.
Fresh air: Doors will be kept open as much as weather allows for good ventilation.
Numbers present: Unless we begin to experience a larger attendance, the Council has decided not
to limit the numbers present. If greater numbers are deciding to attend we will institute pre-service
registration, as many other congregations are doing.
Thanks to the Task Force and Council for its commitment to this very important work.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
The Holy Trinity Congregation Council met December 1, 15, and 29 on Zoom.
The work of the Budget Task Force was reviewed and a draft of the 2021 budget approved to share
with the congregation. Many thanks to this group for its work: Todd Madaus, chair, and members
Owen Raisbeck, Cheri Harwood and Paul Wehking.
The latest Dane County Covid-19 data was reviewed at each meeting. All members continue to
agree that, given the high ongoing rate of virus infections, the building should stay closed at
present but that we will continue to re-evaluate every two weeks. The decision was also reviewed
and affirmed that no non-essential meetings or gatherings of any kind are to take place in the
building until the building re-opens for worship. Essential meetings include Sunday morning
preparations by our worship leaders, and the Red Cross Blood Drives that we have are hosting
every few months while Holy Family Catholic Church continues to be under construction.
The new Pastor’s Assistance Fund was discussed. This was established in December with $2,000
from an anonymous donor to help member families with gifts cards for Piggly Wiggly, Kwik Trip and
Dollar General. Gifts to the fund may be made as regular offerings or online from any page of our
web site, holytrintymarshall.com, by selecting “Pastor’s Assistance Fund” from the drop-down
menu. Please contact Pastor Raabe at 608-655-4246 or pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com if you
have needs which this fund could help with, or if you know people or families who do.
The required repairs to the parsonage were discussed, including electrical, HVAC and plumbing
upgrades. They have been completed and were paid as part of the closing costs.
Names were brought forward for three open Council seats to be filled at the January 31 Annual
Meeting. Two terms expire in January. We are also seeking a Youth representative.
A motion was approved to bring a constitutional amendment to the Annual Meeting to restore the
definition of an active member to the original wording of our Constitution (in place of a revision
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made in January 2019) as one who is a baptized or confirmed and who “in the current or preceding
calendar year shall have communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution of
record.”
YOUR 2020-2021 CHURCH COUNCIL
Gary Waalkens, President
Richard Tooley, Vice President
Carol Woldt, Secretary
Cheri Harwood
Lynn Weyer
Stephanie Woodley
Wendy Franke
Pastor Nancy Raabe
Student Representative

608-655-4989
608-235-8482
608-712-8947
608-469-2142
608-417-9196
608-371-7233
920-350-2838
614-214-2639
Vacant

gwaalkkens1952@yahoo.com
tooleyr@charter.net
bearcollector20@yahoo.com
mac9harw@gmail.com
lyweyer@gmail.com
swoodley1@outlook.com
frankew1115@gmail.com
pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com

Second Harvest Mobile Food Bank: The drive-up distribution at 1:00 pm this month is on January
22. It will always take place on fourth Fridays, even when there is a fifth. Please try to arrive early!
Quilts for LWR Please continue to provide new fabric that can be cut into squares for making
quilts. It’s possible, also, for someone to take the next step and cut 11-inch squares of fabric and
donate them. Our quilters are thankful for all who have supported Holy Trinity’s mission to make
quilts that are sent around the world by Lutheran World Relief.
Offering Envelopes If you are giving electronically and no longer wish to receive weekly offering
envelopes, please e-mail htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that; otherwise you
will continue to receive them. Thank you.
Electronic newsletter To save paper, you may prefer to receive this newsletter electronically if
you do not already. Just e-mail htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com and let us know that.
Our web site, holytrinitymarshall.com, is regularly updated with all the latest news and
information that you might need. And share the link to our online services with family and friends!

Thank you!
Our thanks and gratitude to those who continue to give so much for the sake of this body of Christ
such as our organist and secretary, Sunday ushers and worship leaders, hard-working Second
Harvest Food Bank volunteers, those who have been readers for our online and parking lot
services, the families who participated in our special online services and programs in December,
dedicated Council members who have been meeting twice monthly since April, all those involved
with making Christmas Eve so memorable, all who made generous Christmas offerings, those so
willingly donating time and materials to maintain the church, those involved in the preparation of
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the parsonage for sale and the closing, and those who keep our grounds looking so well-manicured
and our snow plowed. Thanks to Gary and Judy Waalkens for serving as our representatives to the
Food Pantry. Thanks also to the Budget Task Force for its work on the 2021 budget.
Contact the church office at 608-655-4246 or htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
--To schedule weddings, baptisms, or other events
--If your name is spelled incorrectly, your address has changed (post office charges church when
things are sent to an old address), you no longer wish to receive the church newsletter, or you
wish to have the newsletter e-mailed to you
--Especially to let us know if a member of your family is admitted to the hospital or a nursing
home or will be needing surgery
--You know someone who is a shut-in and would like a visit from the pastor
--A baby arrives in your family
--A death occurs in your family
--You know of someone to be added to the prayer list
--A member of your family is deployed
COMMUNITY NEWS
Marshall-Waterloo Food Pantry The Marshall/Waterloo Food Pantry is located in the lower level
at 117 E. Madison Street (Hwy. 19) in Waterloo. (Please use the door in the alley.) People may visit
the food pantry once each month. Hours are Wednesdays from noon-1:00PM and again
Wednesday evenings from7:00-8:00 PM. Saturday hours are from 9:00-10:00 AM. If you or
someone you know needs help, please make use of this community ministry.
FoodShare Helpline 877-366-3635 Many individuals and families are struggling to make ends
meet. FoodShare Wisconsin may be able to see your food budget stretch further. This Program is
for anyone with low or no income. It includes working people or those receiving Social Security,
SSWI, SSDI, or Unemployment. Call the FoodShare Helpline today to complete a confidential prescreening and make an appointment for free application assistance.
Cold weather season is here. Do you need help paying your energy bill? The Wisconsin Home Energy
Plus Program may be able to help with winter heating bills. Find out if you qualify by calling Wisconsin
Home Energy Plus Program at 1-866-432-8947 OR in Dane County call Madison phone 267-8601.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH www.holytrinitymarshall.com
608-655-4246
Kathy Schluter, office staff
Pastor Nancy Raabe e-mail
Pastor Nancy Raabe phone

htcstaff@holytrinity-marshall.com
pastor@holytrinity-marshall.com
(614) 214-2639 (cell), call or text;
home, 608-839-0322
Find us on Facebook and keep up with all the news there and on our web site.
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